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lnicnialion;ii appiiciUion No. 

PCT/IB2004/051715 


Inlcmalional HUni! duic (daY/mtftuhAeitri 

08 September 2004 (08.09.2004) 


Applicani 

RECTICEL N.V. et al 



1 . TransniiilHl cil* Ihc translation lo the applicant. 




I hc hucniatknutl Bureiiu transniils herewith a copy of the I JighjJh iranslalion ol ihc intcrnalional pre!iminar% report on 

paleniiibiliiy (Chapter 1). 



[✓[ The l?ncniatjt>nal Bureau transmits herewith a copy oi ihc linglish Iranslalion o! the internaiional preliminary^ report on 
paicnlahiliiy (Chapter U). 

2, TriinsniittH] of the* copy of the translation to ihc d(*si^alcd or ckxted Offices. 

The hucrn4ili<»nal Bureau nolifics ihc applicani thai copies of that iranslatioti have been transmiUcd lo ihc followinji designalcd or eieclcd 
OlTiccs requiring such iranslalion: 

KR 

The following designated or elected OfHccs, having waived the rc^^uiremcnl lor such a iransmiUal at this linic, will receive copies of that 
iranslalii^n from the Iincriialiomtl Burciiu only upon their request; 

AE. AG, AL, AM, AP, AT, AU, AZ, BA. BB, BG, BR, BW. BY, BZ, CA, CH, CN, CO, CR, CU, CZ, DE. DK, DM, DZ, EA, 
EC EE EG EP ES, Fl. GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, HR, HU, ID. IL, IN. IS. JP, KE, KG, KP, KZ. LC, LK, LR. LS, LT, LU. LV, 
MA MD MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, MZ, NA, Nl, NO, NZ, OA, OM, PG. PH, PL, PT, RO, RU. SC. SD, SE, SG. SK, SL SY, 
TJ, TM, TN. TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG, US. UZ, VC. VN, YU, ZA. ZM, ZW 



Reminder rc^ardinj; translation inl<> (one of^ the <»fricial lan^iiage(s) of the elected OfTiceisK 

Hk' applicant is reminded that, where u iranslalion of the inlcmalional applic4ilion must he lunnshetl to ati elected OlTice, that translation 
must cv>niain a translalioii ol any annexes lo the iniernaliona! preliminary reptjrl on patenlahility (Chapter 11}. 

It is the applicanrs responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each eleclt^ Ofllcc concerned within the 
applicable time liniil mule 74.1), S^h- Volume II of the FCT Applicant's Guide for further details. 
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RECTICEL N.V. 







i. TNs rc|K)r1 is iK- inJt-TnalionaJ incliniinarv examination rL-(H>il. cstablishv*<l by thi'^ lnurrnat)<»na} fVcJiminary liKamininy: Aiilbt>rily 
iirxic-r Article .^5 ami lritn.sinj«L<i to the a]»|>ticant at iH*r<ljn^. to Aititlc M%. 

2 FNs Rhl»OR I' consists ot a loial of 5 



shoots. inc)i«lin«. this lovor shoct. 



i Ns ic(K>rl is alst> acc<>m|>aniod by ANNIiXI-.S. comprising; 



(si'ni iff thi' apphi unl ami to tb*- bu€'nuiliofUil iiittvau] a ttital of 



shoots, as follows: 



□ 



shoots ol tho <fost:rif)tit)n. claims aiwi/or riiawincs which have boon ainorKlod antf arc the basis iot this ro(xirt ami/or 
shoots contaiiiini! ivctifjoalions a»ih(>ri/.o<l by this Authority <soc ktilo 70. and Soclion (><>7 of the Atlininisirativo 
InstriKDonsj. 

shocls which supoi'St^do oarlioi shoois, l>Lrt which this Authority consitlors contain an anh'ndinont thai g<^c^ bovoiKl 
tK- disclosure in the intoi nationaJ application as filed, as intlicatod in item 4 of Box No. I and the Seipplomcnial 
Box 



sf-ni to thv fnicnuduHtaf liun uu only) a total ol (indtcato lyi>o and mirnttcr o! olNrclronic carriortsjf 

. containing a f>oquciKc li.stin^ and/or tables 

related thotvto. in computer ivadahic form only, as indicated in the Snpplcmcnial Box Koialine lo SemioncLj^ting (ncc 
Soclion 802 of the AdminisU alivo Instruct ii-^ns) , 



This ic|K>rl contains induaiions reialinp Ic^ the- toJIowinL* iieni: 

Basis o{ thtf rcp<»rl 
IViorilv 






Box 


\\), 


1 


□ 


Bon 


No. 


!I 


□ 


Hox 


No. in 


□ 


Box 


.No. 


IV 


lEl 


Box 


No 


V 


□ 


Box 


No. 


VI 


□ 


Bos 


No. 


VJI 


□ 


Box 


No 


VI J 1 



^>ON 

oaai'd to mnoity, inventive stq> an<l indiisirtai applic^ibi 



Roast^nod statement under Article ^f^i l) withioirard lo novoltv invonlive slop or induslriii) applicahiJiiy. 
citaliiKLs aiitl oxpianations supporting such siatciiK-nl 



Date ol submission of the domiind 


Dale ol complolion of this rejKjrt 


.Nanx umt m;w|int' addicts ot tlK- IPi ^A/l -r 
I'acsimiK K<v 


.'\uthori/.4:d oilicor 
'iojophtme 



l oini I^C'iVI PI iA/atJ*^ cover shoot) (January mU) 



INTKKNA I lONM !>KKI JM1N Ain KKI^Okl ON PATKM AlilMTY 



lnicriiatk>ii;i) afvplioalion No 

PCT/IB2004/051715 



lii»j<is«f the rcporl 



W ith a iiaid U» the- lailsiiiuuc- Ihis roporl is biisc^l on the ialcrnjlionul ap|>lu alion in Ihc kingua^^o in wNch it ^va^ liknl. unless olhcrNv i>c 
iwikatc-rl uixUt this ilcm 

□ rht.s iv?H>ft IS basv.Hl on translations (rom thr onpin:U lanctiujic into the foilovvim* lanouaiJu' 
which is the languajif ol a irariNtatioTi liinus»H-<i lor the (uirixKct^s of: 

I 1 imcimuional s<.>rirt h ( Rule 12,^ and 2^ IfhM 

I I |)ub!t<.al)<m o( IK i nta naiional applKaiton (Rule 12 4> 

I I tntLi naliofial preliminary c\aminulioii cRuK- 55.2 ami/or 55. ^> 
WHh i-c-awi to ihf dtmeiitsol ihc micrmU)onal a,)(.hcut i<m. lhi> rqH>ri is based cm {nrUu.mrf^f sfuu-is v.-lurh huvr hrcn funushrd ,o th. 
ict rtvmr. 'ry>'*nu- io cm inrtunum umirr Amrlr J-f atr irjrnrJ lo tn ihis upon us ' onyjfuiHy Jn< d wul an noi untu-.u J to 

th/s vcfioriy. 

\ I ihe inlernaUona) application a.>. ot ieinaily nkH/rnrnivhe<l 
Ihc ikr.scriplion: 



paae>i 
paces 



1-7 



origiiwth filed^rui nished 



tvivjved by thi.N Authority on 
reeeived hv iht^ Authority on 



the eiaims: 
nos 2—8 

nos ' 



as ouginall\ filed/! urnisheH 



as ameiidt tl (lojii-lher w ilh an> stalenx:nl) un<k'i' Aitiele I*) 



nos 



reeeivx- d hv this Anthorhv on 28.10.2005 by fax 
ixMc-ivcd hv this Authority on 



the drawinj.s: 
sheet ^ 1/1 

sheets"' 

sheets' 



ofiginaliy I ilecV furnished 



received by this Anlhorily on 
received bv this Atithorilv on 



I I a sequence listing and/or an\ related lahle<st see Siippkmemal H<»>. Relatini to Sequence Lisimtf. 
[ I Thi.' aniendnient^ have resulted >n the cancellation of: 

□ 

the claims, nos , 



I I the drawings. sheets./fies 

I I the sc\|iience lislini! (xpt'r/f\>\ 

□ 

anv UibleJ ^> rekitecl io sequence I i sting ( \pi < /J\i: 



□ This rqK>n ha*; been established a.'^ i( (some ofi th.- an»cndnienls annexed to this report and ksted bekn\ ha<l iK>t b«:n made, .since 
thev have Wvn consi<iere<l to ^ro hevond th^- disclosiire as Hied, as »ndicate<i in the Supple nx-nla) Hon (Rule 7().>(cn. 

□ 

the description. |>age?; _^ „_ , 

I I the claims, nos. . ■ — " 

□ 

the drawings. slu-els/Jigs ^ ^ . — 

the settik nee listing (sprri/y): , .. — 



□ 



tabkis) re)aie<f lo strqiienee Iistni2 (spcctfyf. 



1} ti( f)i 4 appiirs. uutii' or ail i>nh<*sr shi;-ts mu\- fu nuitkrJ "\up*-r\* 



1 orni l\"lVn>ivAM<H;{Bt^\ No I) Llanuary 2iH)4) 







hHcifialiona) aj>j)hcahon No. 






IN IKRNAHONAL I'RKIJMINARY KKI»<»kT ON PATKNTABIl.ITV 


PCT/IB2004/C517 


] 5 


Uox No. \ K<HM)in'<l slauiiient undur Article ^5^2} u ith regard to ni>vtlt\ , invenlivc step or indusiriul upplicubiflly; 






citations and rxphtitations supporliii;; stich sluliiiiviil 






I. Siitictncni 








'^^^^^••^>*<>'> < ■^^lrn^ 1 " S' 




M is 




< hums 




NC ) 




InvcnJivc sic|>{lS» ( kiim> 1~S 




Yl.S 








NO 




Induslriu] ;ip[>li4.ahililv tIA> Claims 1~8 




^rs 




Claims 




NO 










2. (^ilalions and cvpljnations <Ruk- 70.7) 






1 


Prior art 








Reference is made to the following 


documents : 






Dl: US-A~5 448 02 3 (GRIMES JOHN ?i 


ET AL) 






5 SepteiTi:>er 1995 (1995-09-05) 








D2: EP-A-0 615 S84 (CAVIS SRL) 21 


•^f^nt <^'mbF» r 19 94 






(1994-09-21) 






2 


Novelty and inventive step 








Document D2 is considered the prior 


art closest to 






the subject matter of claim 1 and d 


jLScloses (the 






references between parentheses refer to that 






document ) : 








an electric switch module comprising one or more 






(see figures 5 and 6) electric switches (1, 2) 






that are ax'ranged on a base (15), at least one of 






which is designed as a push-pull rocker switch 






that has an actuating element (3) which is formed 






by an actuating p»rcjecticn (14) chat is 






asymmetrical to the rocking axis* 







I CMm I'C1/IP1-/V4(H;(Bo\ No V) tJamiarv 2fM)4> 



INTKKNA I'K^NAI. PKKMMINAR^ RKIHm I ON 1^\TK^TAB^ J'n 



irilcrnalfoimJ ;ippl)calit>n No. 

FCT/IB2 00 4/ 05 17 15 



Box N(r. \" Reasoned slali^munt umlcr Anidc 35(2> wilh rc^arci 1{» n<»vdly. iiivciltivc slop or industrial appUcuhUity; 

ciuilitmsand cxpianattons stipportiti^ siich slatcntcnl 



The subject matter of claim 1 thus differs from 
the known switch module in that: 
the upper side of the base together with the 
actuating elements for nhe switches is covered by 
CL flexible C'Uter skin, v;hich also incorpvorates the 
projection that forms the actuating elernenr of the 



.east one rocker switch 



The subject matter of claim 1 is thus novel (PCT 
Article 33(2)) * 



The present invention can therefore be considered 
to address the problem of devising an electric 
switch module in which the gap between the moving 
actuating elements and the cover is suitably 
sealed and in v/hich the pull movement of the 
rocker switch is not restricted. 



This problem is solved by the features of claim. 1, 
according to which the upper side of the base 
together with the actuating elements for the 
sv/itches is covered by a flexible ourer skin, 
v<7hich also incorporates the projection that forms 
the actuating element of a rocker switch. 

The provision of an i. ncorporat ing outer skin means 
that the actuating member can be actuated by both 
a push movement and a pull movement. 



The concept of providing an incorporat ing outer 
ski n is novel and is not obvious either^ from the 



I oriii l*C' |yni..V4(KMHo\ No. V) iJanuai v ?OiU) 



INTKRNATIONAL I»RKLIMINAR\ RKPOKI OM'ATKNTAUIKm 



ltilt.:m:ili(>naj ;j|if»lit atu>i> No. 

PCT/IB2004/D5: 



7 3 5 



IJov No. \' ReasoiK'd vUiHcnicnl under A rtidv >>(2) wtlh rojiard i<» no\dly. invcnli\c step or induvtrial upplicubiltly: 

citaiionsand cxpttiiuitioHs supporting such slulc?ueiU 

prior art cited in the international search report 
or from the common general knowledge of a person 
skilled in the art* 



The subject matter of claim 1 thus involves an 
inventive step (PCX Article 33(3)). 



Claims 2-8 are dependent on claim ] and therefore 
likewise meet the PCT requiiremient s for novelty and 
invent ive step . 



I tvm R'17IPI-/V4<)^><Box No. V» (January 2«MMj 



